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382 PROCEEDINGS OP THE AMERICAN ACADEMY 

Five hundred and sixth meeting. 

April 8, 1862. — Monthly Meeting. 

The President in the chair. 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters relative to the 
exchanges of the Academy. Also a letter from the Rev. James 
M. Peirce, of Cambridge, in acknowledgment of his election 
as a Fellow. 

Professor Rogers exhibited Plateau's experiments on thin 
viscid films and bubbles, with some original ones. 

Professor Lovering, in behalf of the majority of the Rumford 
Committee, presented the following Report. 

The Rumford Committee, having examined the subject of Hot-air 
Engines, and the recent improvements in their construction made in 
America, ask leave to report as follows : — 

The Rumford Committee does not recommend that the Academy 
should award the Rumford Premium for the alleged recent improve- 
ments of Mr. Ericsson in the Hot-air Engine, nor for his engine as at 
present constructed. 

Morrill Wiman, 
Joseph Lovering, 

Cambridge, April 8, 1862. JOSEPH WlNLOCK. 

Professor Horsford presented the following Report from the 
minority of the Committee. 

The minority of the Rumford Committee report : — 
That they dissent from the opinion of the majority, in that they be- 
lieve the improvements in the caloric engine of Mr. Ericsson, which 
he brought out in 1858, are such as to entitle him to the Rumford 
Medal. 

They see in them evidences of high inventive talent, of patient 
thought and prolonged and persevering experimental research, in the 
practical solution, on a large scale, of the various problems underlying 
the hot-air engine; — especially in the compact arrangement of the 
supply and working pistons, the telescopic tube, the fire-pot, and the 
regenerator in a single cylinder, thereby economizing heat and space ; 
in the device for protecting the lubricating material of the packing of 



OF ARTS AND SCIENCES. 383 

the working piston, by exposing it at each stroke to the current of 
entering cold air; and in the system of cranks, rockshafts, levers, and 
their connecting-rods, by which the varied, complicated, but necessary 
motions of the supply and working pistons are regulated and connected 
with each other and the fly-wheel. 

The minority recommend that the Rumford Medal be awarded to 
Mr. Ericsson for his improvements in the management of heat, particu- 
larly as shown in his air engine of 1858. 

E. N. Hoespoed, 

Cambridge, April 8, 1862. Daniel Tkeadwell. 

The two Reports being accepted, the subject was discussed 
in detail by Professors Horsford, Lovering, Winlock, Peirce, 
and Treadwell. 

And, on motion of Professor Horsford, an adjourned meet- 
ing was voted to be held on the 22d instant, for the further 
consideration of the subject. 



Five hundred and seventh meeting. 

April 22, 1862. — Adjourned Monthly Meeting. 

The Vice-President in the chair. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Professor 
Trendelenburg, of Berlin, in acknowledgment of the notifi- 
cation of his election as a Foreign Honorary Member of the 
Academy. 

He presented, from the author, a paper entitled Plantce 
Wrig-htiance e Cuba Orientali, a A. Grisebach : Pars II. 

Also the following communication from Professor Tucker- 
man. 

Observations on North American and other Lichenes. By 
Edward Tuckerman, A. M. (Continued from Vol. IV. 
p. 407.) 

Omphalaeia leptophtlla, sp. nov. : thallo membranaceo-carti- 
lagineo glabro atroviridi subtus subconcolore e centro in lobos undu- 
lates apice latiori rotundatos repandos mox sinuato-lobatos diviso; 



